Baﬂ [ ake Area /'7’/’51'0/:9:
Kai/roaals & Mlh/hg on the

C uyuna Kangc

T his is a story of railroads, mining, immigration and entreprencurs . [t includes visionaries,
gutsy men magng nﬁs@g, /7g/l stakes investments, boom and bust towns and workers, ELY of
them immigrants, toi/lhg ina c/irty and c/angcrous environment. At best, it’s a summary,
covering on{g a few of the key characters and events. [fit spanés an interest, learn where and
how to EUﬂ the C. uyuna Cg)unt{y [Historical Freservation 500'6{9 books [zg going to the

/"]'l’stO{y Fr rcjcct page on Bay['akc. org.
Baﬂ [_akc /s on/y a few miles from the southern cc/gc of the C uyuna /ron Kangc.

Duration: About 10 minutes.
Click or scroll to advance the slides.

Credit goes to all of the real historians and authors who have written about our area. See the last slide
for the sources. T/rc accuracy of the details isn’t guaran tccaf but the basics are true.
Qucstions or comments : C ontact F aul E rickson at cn’oésonpau/suc@ao/ com






Kailroad [fxpa nsion &

/mm[gra tion




/n 1870, Cu /crAc/ams, 18, who came from a
“well to a’o”gmlig, went to NE Mlhncsota to
trade & trap. Wﬁi/c there he learned about
mining from men sccb'ng jron ore on what later

became the \/ermillion Kange.

When he heard about the NF’s cxPansibn P/ans
he boug/n‘/af:gc quantities of NIF stock which he
[ater cxc/-)angcc/ for 1 00,000 acres of Nor‘t'/l
Da,éota farmland ( that the [,/5 Govcmmcnt'
had given to the NIF as an incentive to build
their transcontinental line). [Je then moved to

North PDakota where he sold his /70/0/1}755 to

new farmers at a substantial Proﬁ’t’.

Jni8 78, he used some of his fortune to Purc/mse Primc timberfand south of
Dccrwooc/ and to build a home on K Eeno [_aéc.



Gcorgc C ros[zy

Jn 1886, Gcorgc Crosby, 25, went to the
/’ﬁ[aﬁfh‘g area to search foriron ore.

[Fe was /ngﬁ/ successtul and became
wca/t/y [95 sc/[gg and /casing his claims to

mihfhg compam’cs.

W/?i/c on the Mcsafai K ange, he felt the /iving conditions of the miners was
c{cjo/oraﬁ/c .



G ug/cr’s [Disco very

/n 1888, ( two years after Gcorgc Crosﬁy went to Jook for

ore on the Mcsaéi Kangc) while SUNCﬂIhgbIB fand ) W of
Dccrwooaf C uy/cﬂs compass moved erra tt’ca//y anaf based on

what he had learned on the Vcrmi/ﬁon Kangc, he 5u5pcctcc/

that there was iron ore.

e spcnt the next two years cxp/onhg the area, /caming G
about mining and secunng the most Ff‘O/ﬂl:Slhg sites. [Je -
concluded there was a “north range” north ofﬁclpcnt [__akc

and a “south rangc”soutfl of Peerwood. Unl}iéc the Mcsabi
Rangc, the ore was well below the surface.

In 19071 (after 13 years of. 5ccrcc5), he told W. C. White, a
well established and connected Du/ut/7 /a wyer ( who he’d
known while in Nlorth [Dakota) who owned a summer home
near his home on Keno [ ake. White would become his

Partncr and Primary connection to investors.
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(Adams wasr’t the first person to believe there was iron ore in this arca. At least three
unsuccesstul attcmpts were made to find ore a’cPosits between 1862 and 188 3. )



,45 he exjo/orcd the area C uy/cr was
conslistcnt(y accompanléc/ [75 his St

DPernard, ( Jna.

f ventuall , the area became known as the

C uyuna Kangc.




77:@ “/ron Orc K ush”

/: rom] 900 to | 910, events unfolded a’ramatica/@ and rapicf,g

[ xploration was extensive. [ and values rose and fell on rumors.

Aagms & White formed Orc/ana’ Minfng C. ompany with P/ans to
mine southwest of [Deerwood and south of Kabbit [ ake.

Gcorgc Cros[y came to the area and secured land near Kaééit
[ ake in 1905. Kcmcmbcnhg the c/clp/orab/c condjtions on the

Mcsaﬁi Kangc, Croség founded the town of Crosby which he
c/cs{gncd to ﬁ{gﬁcrstana'am’s,

K nowing many of the miners would be immigrants
(that had been recruited on the docks in [PDuluth)
C ros[zg built atfordable /70u5ing on lots /algc
cnougﬁ for vcgctaﬁ/c gara’cns. Many of his

’ﬁoncymoon Kow” houses are still in use t'oc/ay.

After cﬁkappozhtlhg results SWof PDeerwood, Adams found /I{g/7 ua/izfy ore on his
RKabbit [ ake site in 1909. Ovcm[g/:t the town of (. uyuna became a boom town and the
new town of Cros[zg grewto a Popu/ation of 3,000 bﬂ 192710.



Kailroad Service

J ¢ ecognizing that the mines would need raif
transporta tion for outbound iron ore and
inbound 5uppﬁé§, @ uy/er - Adams 565317
negotiations with the Northern Facitic
rcgarcﬂ}vg rates and the 4 miles of . connecting
track that would be rcquirca’ between
Deerwood and the Kabbit [ ake site.

T he Northern Facitic wouldn’t give Adams
what he wanted so he [acgan secret
discussions with Soo [ ine Fresident, [~ d
F ennington. A/t/wugﬁ the Soo [ ine didn’t
have track in the area, t/my needed a direct

route from Nori'/7 Dakoi'a to Du/ut/7 for
w/7¢at5/79’omcnt5. 7776{9 soon struck a deal.
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Legend:

As part of his agreement with the Soo [ ine, Adams formed the C uyuna Jron Kangc
Kailroad, and bcgan [)Ui/a’/hg track from the Kabbit [ ake site toward Aitkin.

Jr veryone, lhc/uailhg the N/:,' the town of Aitkin and land sjoccu[a tors, tﬁougﬁt the new
railroad would connect with the NIF and that Aitkin would be the bub.

But then the 500 [jnc sud'c]cn{g announced and built a new northern line down t/7roug/7
McGrcgor. Adam’s Lclot [aying track ACﬂOt‘IC{ ' Ajtkin to connect with the new line at what
would become [_a wler........ and then sold the C uyuna /ron Kangc Kai/road to the 500 Linc.



R 1930

More Mines, /\//r K ailroads

Clinker

uuuuuu

As more mines were o/ocncc/, more rail connections were needed. /"/awbg sold the . uyuna

/ron Kangc Kai/roac/ to the 500 [jnc, Aa/ams then formed the C uyuna Nort/:cm Kaﬁ[roac]

to serve the new locations. [ his time he connected bis raifroad to the NF. [n1914, be sold
it to the Northern Facitic.



N/ Soo [ ine Jofnt Opcra ting
Agrccmcnt

[n 1925 the Soo [ ine determined that their ore dock in [PDuluth needed
extensive rc‘loa/}*s and, rather than invest more money, t'/my ncgotf:atca' a
_Joint Opc/‘a ting Agrccmcnt that allowed their cars to unload at the NI
ore dock in 1928.

A year [ater the two railroads agrcccf to merge their C uyuna Kangc
ojocr:a tions /cac/thg fo t/m rcmova/ of trac;éagc ancf dcpots i'/7.at were no
/ongcr needed.



The Portsmouth Pit on the Cuyuna Range in North Croshy

Jtis hard for us to imagine what the bui/a’/hgs and /andscapc looked like 100 years ago. With
the exception of the Oreland Mine, these Ioicturcs were all taken within 2 miles of rosby.
(Note é;rpcnt [ ake in the laac,égrounc/ of the Picturc of the Fortsmouth Opcn it Mine.)



Mines & Miners ((_ontinued)

7 he Mitford and K cnncc{y mines require 5Pcc1ﬁa/ mention:

The K cnncq’g Mine
near Kaﬁéit Lakc ( the
ongth/ disco very site
of hi rade ore and
/\/; r'}flyj 7\;/;66 /‘}%cj[j the most
/17 Zm 1 ”’(C; | successtul of the
o;c: pl'l‘)”;oc‘jcc/ sites) was a shatt mine.

;éi//ing 11 But when demand for

ore peaked durin

W g the cast half
of Kabbit [ ake was
drained and rcp/accaf
by an open Pt’t mine.




Mine [ ocat

7 his aerial Pic:turc was taken aiming
southwest. T/lc F ortsmouth open pit'
mine (#2 in the Fl'cturc) was on the
northwestern ca’gc of Crosﬁ and the
Croft shatt mine (not shown) was on the %
northern cc{gc of the town. ?

T he Kabbit [_a;éc

sites and the town

0)[ C uyuna are O#

to the left of the
Io/mto and the
Kiverton and
Tﬁromma/c/ areas
are below the
Io/:oto ....... so this is

justa Portfon of the

C uyuna Kangc.

T/ne dark blue [akes

were mines.

Tymmald

(34)

£ North Cuyuf

———

e
CCSRA} .

Entrance "
i

(28)
[ronton S

Crosby ‘Beac

ol
R4

Deerwood

[

~1 S\ N W

Mille Lacs Lake

. Serpent Lake.

. Portsmouth Pit Lake.
. Pennington Pit Lake.
. Feigh Pit Lake.

. Hillcrest Pit Lake.

. Huntington Pit Lake.
. Martin Pit Lake.

. Black Hoof Lake.

. Arco Pit Lake.

. Alstead Pit Lake.
. Mahnomen Pit Lake.

2. Mahnomen Pit Lake #2.
3. Mahnomen Pit Lake #3.
4. City of Crosby.

5. City of Ironton.

. North Hillcrest Pit Lake.



(_onstruction (., ﬁa//cngcs

s stripped in 1915

Stories of a railroad accident that threw a locomotive into the waters of a lake east of
Deerwood have persisted through the years. This roduction of a picture of the event was

loaned by retired railwayman Oscar W. Hoelz of Aitkin. While the engine was never sub-

merged in Casey Lake, the cave-in did force the realignment of the track around the lake.




7 assenger Oervice

T he trains moved more than ore and su Io/fces. - assengerservice bcgan & months
Pnbr to the ore 5/11}omcnt5.

/mm{grants /anc{lbg in Duluth were recruited on the docks and then transportcc] west
to work in the mines. | he train left Puluth at 7:20 AM and arrived in Cros[zg at

Noon.

Bﬂ 1912, the trains included F arlor Cars and jpassengers from the /ron Kangc could
make cfaﬂ tr//b.s to Du/ut/l and Du/ut/7 area residents could travel to the “resort
areas” and passengers from either end could connect at Moosc [_akc to travel to

M/bncapo/ks.
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T/le siding was clcs{gnca’ to be

a*Y?a /owing trains to turn

T he Crosby Soo [ ine dcpot js located around.
behind Super \/alue. [tis now a wonderful
museum. 76/76 bui/c{lhg was 100 years old in
2017 0.



7_/1:: NF c/c otwas built ini 871. /t was located
where the Pané IS toc]ay /t was c/cstro.gcd by fire
int2i5. ,4 brick rcp/accmcnt was builtin 1 917 c c rw OO c FO ts
and demolishedin 1 987.
Jnabout 1914, the NP built a line that ran behind d
the current location of, Magnum Macﬁfnfng to é) ¢ 5 , I n g 5
service the Oreland site 4 miles SWof
Deerwood.
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Sixth Avenue

In 1910, the Soo [ ine builta line SE of PDeerwood to
supp/y coalto the new C ugyuna /> ower C omparny. A
depot was built southeast of the current intersection of
hie ﬁwags 68 10. /t was moved to Klvcrton n 922
f;causa the owcrp/ant was rcp[acc:d' b‘y dams in
5y/van and F ager, passenger tratfic was down due to Soo Line
new roads and lumber was down because the arca had

ACGI‘I lang Oﬂ.‘

777:3 500 L/nc a’cloot’ was cut into sections for the move to K Iverton.



[ he Kise & Fall OF An /na’usti:g

/n 192711, the Cuguna Kangc
5cgan 5/)/}3})/}75 jron ore.

Within J years, the volume
reached 2,588,106 tones.
T hat’s ap roxima tc{g
40,000 car/gacfs 5/1/}>Pcc/
during the 8 months that
the Gfeat [_akcs are open
orabout 2 trains of 8 §o
cars per c/ay, 7 a’ays a

day to remember in the historv of the Cuyuna

WCCk. A Substantia/ :“""f‘.‘(.)” illzlll‘.rkl‘;r\\. ‘I|n“il11|\| shipment of ore from the new range went

om the Kennedy mine at Cuyunz

/oglistica/ and commercial
accomp/tﬁsﬁmcnt ...... ata
time when little else was

goingonin this area.

/n ! 97 cmp/ogmcnt Pcakca’
at 2,747 men.



T he Kise & Fall Of pay /nc/ustfy
((_ontinued)

Volume and cmp/oymcnt declined
c/ramai'ica/@ a’unhg the a’cprcsslbn and then
rampccf up to record levels a’unhg Wor/a’
WarZ when the demand for steel was
cxccptlbna//y strong.

Aﬁ'cr that the C uyuna Kangc grac]ua.{/y went
out of business. | he last sflljpmcnt was in
1984

Mother Nature filled the open pit mines with
water. Toa’a t/neﬂ are [akes and the C uyuna

’,

[ akes [ rail Association has installed scenic
/ookouts ana’ ] wonc{cn[u/ nctwoné of 5134:3

t'rai/s.




Oources

T he contents of this presenta tion
came from an interview with_Jim
Nelson, a BayLakcr with a Passion
for railroad ﬁ/istory (z ap roPr/fa tc{g
seated in the orl:gina/ Céj'osby Soo

[ ine chooi'!y and these books.

566 how and where to
éuy the C uyuna
C ount'ry books on the
f’]’listory @ rcjcct page at
533/[_3,&6. org.







